R' Compostc Concordia University

Concordia University sends approximately 650 tons of wastes to landfills every year. According
to the waste audit conducted by theR*& 1 dzZRSy G 3IANR dzZLJ AY wHnnps | o02dzi wHm>
biodegradable. In the kitchens and cafeterias, the proportion of biodegradable wastes is as high as 60%
(2006 statistics). R* Compost has estimated that about 100 tons of organic waste could be composted
annually. In the hope of minimizing the environmental impacts related to the transportation of our
wastes and their burying, the objective of R* Compost is to promote in situ development of organic
wastes.

On this note, since 2005, R* has built two composting sites on both campuses of the university.
A total of 10 tons of left-over foods and coffee grounds have been collected from 4 kitchens and cafés
on the Sir George Williams campus located downtown (Java U Café and Chartwells Zest Cafeteria) and
on the Loyola campus in Notre-Dame-de-Grace (Science Café and Centre de laPetite 9 Y F I y OS
Profs).
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The composting facility located in the greenhouse of the Hall building in downtown Montreal
contains three vermicomposting units. Composting worms eat all organic wastes and produce a
nutrient-rich fertiliser which is used by the Geography department for plants grown with an academic
objective. This composting facility serves mostly for educational and awareness purposes. A free
composting workshop to the public is offered every month. Every year, over thirty volunteers work on R*
projects in the greenhouse. R* Compost also offers a Worm Swap program through which
vermicomposting bins and worms are made available to the Montreal community at cost price.

On the Loyola campus, the composting facilities are outdoors. At present, the traditional
composting bins have a capacity of 25m?®. The compost thereby produced every year is redistributed to
the department of Facilities Management for fertilising the plants on campus. R* is currently developing
an expansion project of its composting activities on the Loyola campus to compost 65% of the
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The new facility will be implemented through summer 2008. The objective of this new project is to
compost 100 tons of organic wastes yearly. This objective should be reached within 5 years. R* Compost
anticipates an annual production of 30 to 50 tons of compost that will be used exclusively for the
creation of green spaces within the university.

R* Compost would like to thank all Concordia University students who have financially supported the
expansion of the composting project on the Loyola campus through the Sustainable Action Fund. R*
Compost would also like to mention the contribution of Eco-Action (Ministry of Environment Canada),
the Concordia Council Student Life (CCSL), the department of Environmental health and safety (EHS) and
the department of Facilities Management. R4 Compost received the Forces AVENIR award (Environment
category) in 2007.
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For more information, please contact:

Alexis Fortin, Tech.

R* Compost Project Manager
Concordia University

Suite BE 368

Tel: (514) 848 2424 x 5139
Email: fortin.alexis@yahoo.ca

Louise Hénault-Ethier
Environmental and R* Coordinator
Concordia University

Suite BE 367

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd W
Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8

Tel: (514) 848 2424 x 7351

Fax: (514) 848 2807

Email: recycle@alcor.concordia.ca
Website: r4.concordia.ca

R4: Rethink, reduce/reuse, recycle. R4.concordia.ca Page 2


mailto:fortin.alexis@yahoo.ca
mailto:recycle@alcor.concordia.ca
http://r4.concordia.ca/

R4.CONCORDIA.CA Photo:s Agri-Brome

R4: Rethink, reduce/reuse, recycle. R4.concordia.ca Page 3



